Stonehenge held another successful weekend of Bronco Branding, Gymkhana, Team penning, Stockman’s Challenge and Rodeo on the 15th and 16th August and all this preceded by a campdrafting school!
The singles was taken out by the Contractors team of Peter Kleinschmidt, catcher, Mick Bichsel, back leg, Tricia Bichsel, front leg and Ken Griffith, brander. Second placing went to John Kuhn, catcher, Lawrence Monize, back leg, Ken Hoolihan, front leg and Liz Turner brander. Third placing went to Rachel Hoolihan. Rachel is becoming a very consistent catcher and it won’t be long before you will see her with the blue ribbon. Rachel’s team consisted of Ken Hoolihan, back leg, Justin Hoolihan, front leg and Lawrence Monize brander. The Passionfruit Farmer from Mareeba Wayne McCulloch travelled down and made both finals and placed fourth in the singles with Herb Geiger, fifth and Chief Egan sixth.
The doubles went to the very consistent team of Ken Hoolihan and John Kuhn, and this makes it three from six this year for this pair. Their team consisted of Rachel Hoolihan, back leg, Justin Hoolihan, front leg and Lawrence Monize, brander. Herb and Nifto Geiger placed second with their team of Richard Oldfield, back leg, Boy Geiger, front leg and Spinny Monaghan brander. The Redrock team took out third with Mick and Tricia Bichsel catching and Peter Kleinschmidt, back leg, Rebecca Bichsel, front leg and Ken Griffith brander. Following them were the Stonehenge team of Jim Nunn and Brian Egan, then Macca’s team and Irvines making up sixth spot.

Boy Geiger took out the novice with some help from Matt Nunn, Dan Pitman and Richard Oldfield. Durham team took out the beginners and hopefully we will see them attend a few more events next year. John Kuhn took out the fastest catch of the day.

The Camooweal Drovers Festival was held the weekend after Stonehenge on the 22nd, 23rd August. Along with the Poetry and singing talent competition they held their annual bronco branding event. Mike Macnamara went into the finals with a first round time of 2 mins 51 sec but unfortunately that third calf in the finals was elusive and Mike ended up claiming third in the singles. Peter Kleinschmidt wrapped up the 2009 Qld Singles Championship with a win in the singles and second placing went to Mick Bichsel. Peter’s team consisted of Mick Bichsel, back leg, Fred Hill, front leg and Dale Saltmere brander. Mal Debney, Nic Archer and Mick Windsor were 5th, 6th and 7th respectively. 

Peter Kleinschmidt’s regular catching partner Ken Griffith was not able to make it to Camooweal this year and Peter teamed up with Matt Bryant to take out the doubles. The Contractor’s team was made up of Mick Bichsel, back leg, Dale Saltmere front leg and Don Rayment brand. Octogenarian Charlie Rayment teamed up with Mick Bichsel to take out second placing and Mal Debney and Roy Windsor teamed up again for third place. Birdsville, Neutral Junction, and Bullwaddy mob 2 filled the minor places. 

The Neutral Junction team of John McMaster catcher Wayne Bunyan back leg, Shawn McMaster front leg and Zoe Mcmaster brand. This makes two novice wins this year for John and he now is up in open company. I don’t think it will be long before he sees a blue ribbon in the open! Dale Saltmere ran second followed by Nathan Bauer, Kelly Simpson and Allan Saltmere.
The beginners was won by Jess Green with Steven Goddard and Shawn McMaster 2nd and 3rd. Zoe McMaster, Reece MacMillan and Wayne Bunyan made up the minor placings. Catch of the day went to Mal Debney, best brander to Shirley Macnamara, the encouragement to Reece MacMillan and the Bullwaddy Mob 2 were the best dressed team. The two Roxborough Horses, Chief and Flicka were joint winners of the best working horse.

The R M Williams Muster at Longreach on the 11th to the 13th September included Bronco Branding for the first time. This was mainly a demonstration event this year and will be “ramped up” a bit next year. Teams that competed this year were made up of the towns in Qld that hold or have held a bronco Branding event. They consisted of Stonehenge, Jundah, Windorah, Birdsville, Boulia, Camooweal, Mt Isa, Winton and Longreach and the Students from the Longreach Campus of the Australian Agricultural College made up the tenth team. These teams will compete against the cattle companies that are invited by R M Williams to compete against each other in the Stockmans Challenge and Campdraft next year. This is a R M Williams Company event and all particpants including the rodeo contestants are invited by the RM Williams company. The event was two complete rounds of the doubles and the Stonehenge team of Brian “Chief” Egan and Peter Pigeon, catchers, Pete Nunn, back leg, Matt Nunn front leg and Luke Nunn brand took out the event. They were closely followed by the normally winning combination of Ken Hoolihan and John Kuhn representing Longreach with Herb and Nifto Geiger, third representing Windorah.
The newly incorporated Queensland Bronco Branding Association Inc. held it’s first AGM after the RM Williams event. The Executive from the old Committee were returned as office bearers of the new association. They being Don Rayment, President, John Bryant, Vice President, Liz Debney Treasurer and Mick Bichsel Secretary. There were some rule changes and new rules added and I would implore all competitors to read the new/altered rules (changes highlighted in yellow). The QBBA Inc. also adopted a Animal Welfare Code of Conduct. This code sets out some guidelines for committees, stock suppliers and competitors for the welfare of all stock used at Bronco Branding events.The QBBA Inc. also had a phone link up with Tony Williams, President of the SA Association. Tony advised that they have also changed their rules with calf scruffing now not allowed amongst other changes. Again I would implore all competitors to read these rule changes. Both of updated sets of rules are on this website.
The RM Williams muster marks the last event on the Bronco Branding calendar in Qld this year. The Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame is celebrating the 20th year of the Drovers Reunion next year and are hoping to reintroduce Bronco Branding at the reunion. This will be held over the weekend of 1st and 2nd May. The 2010 Australian titles will be held at Birdsville the following weekend, 8th and 9th May.

