Mt Isa held another successful Bronco Branding in conjunction with the Mt Isa show on 19th, 20th June. By all accounts numbers were consistent and a good time was had by, especially it seems the gang from Roxborough. Winners of the singles were David Morton, of “no fixed abode” catcher, with Don Rayment, Dan Heslin and Kelly Harris making up the ground crew. John Bryant and the gang at Roxborough placed second with Jessie Rosenthal placing third. It was good to see Roy Windsor place fourth and Hughie MacMillan fifth and the ladies “choice” making up the final place into the finals. Congratulations must go to “Choice” (Peter Hall) for making the finals of the Queensland Country Life’s most eligible bush Bachelor!
The doubles were won by Roxborough with John Bryant and his ex pupil Peter Hall, now from Glenormiston catching and the Roxborough crew of Nic Archer, Nathan Bauer and Kelly Simpson forming the ground crew. The Adria downs team of Don Rayment and David Morton (the 2008 Australian title holders) placed second and the Mt Isa team of Hughie MacMillan and Mal Debney placed third. Mal was fresh of a win in Birdsville a couple of weeks earlier. Fourth placing went to Dan Heslin and Kelly Harris and it is great to see the young talent on show.
The novice was won by Kelly Simpson from Roxborough with John Bryant, Nic Archer and Katie Rosenthal on the ground. Second went to Hazel Winsor and how pleasing it is see that Hazel has still “got it”, and also her sister Shirley McNamara on the ground. Kelly Harris placed third and should be a catcher to watch out for in the future. Fred Hill, Shirley McNamara and Ian Saltmere made up fourth, fifth and sixth respectively.
Nathan Bauer, John Bauer, Nic Archer and Jess Green made up all four placings in the beginners. It looks like all that “personal employee development” training that has been going on at Roxborough is certainly paying dividends!

Windorah again put on another great weekend of Bronco Branding, Gymkhana, and stockman’s challenge on the weekend of 11th and 12th July. Missing from the action was “Nifto” Geiger, who unfortunately was unable to make it due to illness. We wish him a speedy and full recovery. Winner of the singles was Herb Geiger, catcher and Tony Geiger, Andrew Geiger and Geoff Morton on the ground. Second went to Ken “Greengrass” Griffiths with Richard Oldfield, Jamie Pigeon and Peter Kleinschmidt on the ground. Ken is just about due to crack an open as he claims he must be one of the oldest Novices going around! Third went to Ken Hoolihan, fourth to Craig Lasker and Ken’s daughter Rachael Hoolihan placing fifth. Jim Nunn and sons placed 6th. How good is this sport that a man in his seventies can compete (and hold his own) with his sons and be very competitive.
The doubles was won by Ken Hoolihan and John Kuhn and this is the second year in a row that this duo have won at Windorah. Their ground was made up of Bryan Flanagan, Lawrence Monize and Rachael Hoolihan. Mick and Tricia Bichsel placed second and Father and son team of Bill and Dan Pitman placed third. Andrew Geiger and Richard Oldfield placed fourth and Peter Kleinschmidt and Ken Griffiths placed fifth.

Michael Oehlmann won the novice with Bec Bichsel placing second. Bryan Flanagan was third with Rachael Hoolihan fourth. Matt Nunn showed that he is a up and coming catcher with some good catching to place fifth with Geoff Morton sixth.

