News May 2009

Birdsville had another succesful bronco branding and rodeo on the 9th may at the rodeo grounds. Winner of the singles was Geoff Schrader. This makes three out of four that Geoff has won, being beaten only by Peter Kleinschmidt in 2008. Second went to Charlie Rayment, proving he’s still got it. It was great to see Charlie’s grandson, Curtis competing for the first time as a catcher and on the ground in Charlie’s team in the singles winning his first ribbon. I beleive his first words to dad were “we gotta get rid of the calf cradle, get some horses and ropes and bronco all our calves”.  If his effort is any thing to go by look out for this future catcher. I think there is a fair bit of grandad in this boy! Third placing went to Herb Geiger, another catcher who consistently places and supports most events by his presence and also lends a hand to the Birdsville committee.

The doubles was won by Mal Debney and Roy Windsor and it was great to see these competitors travel down from Mt Isa and Camooweal respectively. Second placing went to Bully Booth and Corey Ferguson with Brian Egan and Jim Nunn placing third. The novice was won by Birdsville identity, Geoff Morton with Matt Bryant in second place. The rodeo followed the Bronco Branding on Saturday night. Put it in your calendar that Birdsville will host the Australian titles in 2010.

This was a great event, well supported by locals and visitors alike and I think the tourists that attended will go home with some memories of their outback trip that they won’t forget in a hurry.

Longreach held its Bronco Branding on 30th May and again was well supported with 29 teams in the singles and 15 teams in the doubles. Winner of the singles was Brian Egan followed by Jim Nunn and John Kuhn in third place. Only 19 seconds seperated 1st to 3rd with Peter Kleinschmidt ( fourth place) one second behind John.

The doubles were won by Ken Hoolihan and John Kuhn and this makes for the fourth year in a row that this pairing have won the doubles at Longreach. Second placing went to Herb and Nifto and the up and coming catchers of Pete Nunn and Rebecca Bichsel placing third for their first ribbon as catchers. Liz Turner won the novice with new catcher Dan Heslin coming in second. The bronco branding was followed by team penning, saturday night and a gymkhana on the sunday.

Marree, SA helds its bronco Branding on the 6th June and the very consistent catching of Eddie Nunn found him winning the singles, followed by current Australian Champion Bully Booth, and Corey Ferguson third. Eddie teamed up with his regular partner Greg Warren to also win the doubles with Bully booth and Corey Ferguson placing second and Tony William’s Mt Barry team coming in third. The novice was won by Norm Sims of Anna Creek and Greg Warren Jnr placing second.

Next events on the calendar will be Mt Isa, Queensland on 19th, 20th June, Windorah, Queensland on 11th July and Oodnadatta, South Australia on the 12th July.

Some new photo’s added in the gallery. Thanks must go to Laddy and Alison Milson for permission to use these photos from their family collection. They chronicle bronco branding at Springvale, Boulia from pre World War 1 until 1938. Note they only used a forked post early on, progressing to having a post for the back leg right through to a “modern” ramp.

Also there are photo’s of a ramp morticed into a ghost gum in a old bronco yard at Rayment’s bore, Windorah. This yard was possibly made by Charlie Rayments father around eighty years ago. Charlie confirmed that it is the type of construction he used. Note the steel rod holding the rails tight. This was sourced from an old wool/bullock wagon.

